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that Honorius, who at the time was extremely disturbed at
the outbreak of hostilities in England and inclined to favour
the faction of Fawkes de Breaut6, distrustful of Langton's
methods, yet unwilling to supersede him by a legate, en-
trusted to Alexander some informal mission of restoring
peace in England ? Then, again, he was frequently sent as
an ambassador to the papal court, a circumstance which
' a former connexion with the curia would explain.1 Ex-
perience of teaching theology and an early connexion with
St. Dominic, might account for his patronage of the
Preachers at the expense of the Friars Minor,2 and for the
curiously individual character of his episcopal constitutions,
which are concerned not so much with points of canon law
as are other constitutions of the period, but with the ex-
position of the articles of the faith, of the seven deadly sins,
and of the meaning of the sacraments. The constitutions
end with a tract on penitence, and the opening letter to his
Archdeacons is full of scholastic verbal distinctions and
metaphors.3 Indeed Alexander, if only for his activities on
becoming bishop, is very noteworthy : he was on intimate
terms with Richard Marshal4 and perhaps with Simon de
Montfort.5 In his diocese he was a reformer;6 taking
personal interest in the enforcement of Lateran decrees, in
the monastic houses of his diocese, in the work of the friar
Preachers, successfully vindicating his right of visiting the
convent of Coventry, adding prebends to the church of
Lichfield, settling, as papal delegate, the vexed question of
the two cathedrals in the election of a bishop, and, as we
have seen, issuing valuable episcopal constitutions.
Alexander was an executor of Langton's will.7 The other
executors had been members of his household. But this
was not the case with Alexander; nor is there any evidence
to show whether the friendship so suggested dates from
1  Foedera, p. 174 (1224) > Patent Rolls, ii. 85,86; Rog, Wend. ii. 309 (1226) 5
ibid. ii. 347-8 (1228) $ C.P.R. i. 64 (1234).
2  Roberti Grosseteste Epistolae, pp. 120-1.                    3 Concilia, i. 640 seq.
4 Rog. Wend. iii. 75.                                                 s Chron. Maj. iii. 518.
6  Cal. Papal Letters, i. 114, 149,150,151, 153; Ann. Mon. iii. 104,143 j i. 89;
Beresfbrd, Diocesan History of Coventry and Lichfield (S.P.C.K.).
7  Powicke, Stephen Langton, pp. 214-15.  Alexander Stavensby's name is not
to be found in Stephen Langton's surviving * Acta".